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Mark 7:6-13 Jesus replied, “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, for he wrote, ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 7 Their worship is a farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.’8 For you ignore God’s law and substitute your own tradition.”
9 Then he said, “You skillfully sidestep God’s law in order to hold on to your own tradition. 10 For instance, Moses gave you this law from God: ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and ‘Anyone who speaks disrespectfully of father or mother must be put to death.’ 11 But you say it is all right for people to say to their parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t help you. For I have vowed to give to God what I would have given to you.’ 12 In this way, you let them disregard their needy parents. 13 And so you cancel the word of God in order to hand down your own tradition. And this is only one example among many others.”
The traditions of man – who make the Word of God ineffective:
Hermeneutics (the art and science of interpretation) – Eschatology (last things) – Ecclesia (church – called out ones)
The tradition of “the rapture” began in the 1860s.  We think that the rapture tradition was what the apostles taught. It is not the teaching of the early church. Today, it is popular to challenge truth based on our experience or our comfort level. You can’t measure God by your circumstances or by how you feel at the time.  Many times God (and who He is) does not figure into our belief systems.  Where do our laws, beliefs and values come from?  If they are based on our feelings or experiences, it comes from external stimuli. PaRaDiSe – being one with God.  Most people have not studied hermeneutics but their interpretation of scripture is where they get their beliefs from.  If their hermeneutics are not correct, their beliefs will likely not be correct.  Many people do not consider the hermeneutical principle of Audience Relevance.  Who was the Scripture written to?  OT –  nomadic Jewish shepherds.  NT – first century Christians. What was their culture, government, geography, language style, religious beliefs?  What events were going on at the time it was written?  If we apply scripture literally to 21st century America, we will misapply the principles it teaches. 
Jesus taught his disciples – first century fishermen, businessmen, tax collectors, etc., who were under Roman rule and Jewish traditions.  If we apply what he said LITERALLY to our lives today, it would not make sense or would lead us into serious theological error.  Most of our church tradition is about things that are supposed to take place “someday” in the future. When the things the experts are teaching don’t come true or work for people, people lose faith in everything in scripture or they pick and choose what is relevant for them today.  That is why our children can’t believe in God – the way we do.  It doesn’t make sense to them. Everything will be wonderful in heaven – no tears, no sin, no poverty, no pain – but what am I supposed to do on earth where all that stuff bothers me.  We’ve made the spiritual life into a series of physical events.
The Passover was a feast that celebrated the Jewish people’s deliverance from 438 years of Egyptian bondage.  The blood on the doorpost meant deliverance from the death angel who killed the firstborn of the Egyptians. The Jews were to be packed and ready to leave Egypt.  They would be given treasures by the Egyptians for their new life of freedom. When the Jews were in the wilderness, they were fed by miracle food – manna from heaven.  Jesus said he is the bread of life – he told his disciples that unless they ate his flesh and drank his blood, they could not be saved.  Cannibalism/drinking blood was strictly forbidden in their culture.  Jesus challenged the stories from Jewish history to show them how their history foretold Jesus’ life, death and resurrection – how he freed them from bondage.  Without Jesus’ death (the death of the Lamb), there is no blood to put on your doorpost.
John 6:60- 60 Many of his disciples said, “This is very hard to understand. How can anyone accept it?”
61 Jesus was aware that his disciples were complaining, so he said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what will you think if you see the Son of Man ascend to heaven again? 63 The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But some of you do not believe me.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning which ones didn’t believe, and he knew who would betray him.) 65 Then he said, “That is why I said that people can’t come to me unless the Father gives them to me.”
Every time you try to interpret scripture literally it puts you into error and bondage. You do not live in OT or first century times or culture. The OT was written TO Jews who had been in slavery.  Contemporary Christians try to show how they are in slavery so that they can identify with Israel. What was the spiritual INTENT of God in scripture?  PaRaDiSe – oneness with God.  God is the Father, Jesus is the Son and the Church is the Bride of Christ.  In the story of Abraham getting Isaac a wife, Eleazar represents the Spirit that gets the bride to the son.
Most teachings bring a separation between man and God.  If I measure with Tradition, I can’t trust the Truth of Scripture.  We’ve been brainwashed by tradition.  We need to be WASHED by the Word.
Have you read John 17 daily?  That shows the intention of God. 
Eph. 3:7-11 7 By God’s grace and mighty power, I (Paul) have been given the privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News. 8 Though I am the least deserving of all God’s people, he graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles about the endless treasures available to them in Christ. 9 I was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious plan that God, the Creator of all things, had kept secret from the beginning. 10 God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was his eternal plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord.
Paul’s desire was to go to the Jews and convert them.  His purpose was to go to the Gentiles.  When Paul went to the Jews, he got his butt beat every time.  When he went to the Gentiles, his message was accepted and they started a church.  His suffering was mostly unnecessary.  So is ours.  We don’t follow God’s instructions for our lives and there are consequences.  We want to do it our way. 
God’s purpose is to UNITE everyone IN Jesus.  Oneness with God – John 17.  Jesus wasn’t praying for the world’s governmental system.  He was praying for God’s government in the world by the Spirit.  You can’t understand who you are in Christ until you understand yourself in the Spirit – before the foundation of the world.
The intent of the Father is that by the church the manifold wisdom of God would be preached to the principalities and powers in the heavenlies (angels are waiting for us to become the ecclesia).  The ecclesia – the church – is the body of Christ – where the Father dwells.  
Matt. 16:13-18 13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” 15 Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from any human being. 18 Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. 
John 6:45 45 As it is written in the Scriptures, ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me.
Is. 54:13 I will teach all your children, and they will enjoy great peace.
Rev. 1:8 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and the end,” says the Lord God. “I am the one who is, who always was, and who is still to come—the Almighty One.”
II Pet. 2:20-21 20 And when people escape from the wickedness of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and then get tangled up and enslaved by sin again, they are worse off than before. 21 It would be better if they had never known the way to righteousness than to know it and then reject the command they were given to live a holy life.
God wants to take us back to the beginning – when man was one with him.  It started in a garden (Eden) and ended in a garden (Gethsemane).  The church is taught by the Father.   The kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God is the same – Your presence is heaven to me. Delight yourself in the Lord and I will give you the desires (the Lord) of your heart (Ps. 37:4). Become the world you want to see and live in.  It starts with the “man in the mirror.”  Quit seeing yourself as you used to be, become who you are meant to be.
II Pet. 3:9 The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.
I Pet. 4:17 For the time has come for judgment, and it must begin with God’s household. And if judgment begins with us, what terrible fate awaits those who have never obeyed God’s Good News?
I Cor. 15:46 What comes first is the natural body, then the spiritual body comes later.
We can see the natural and it’s easier to believe – what happens in the spiritual takes understanding and faith.
II Cor. 4:18 18 So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.
Don’t look at your troubles in the natural to measure God.  The Spiritual realm is where God dwells.  The intent of God is that the things that can’t be seen will rule our natural lives and change our natural world.
Matt. 24:35-39 Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 36 “However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. 37 “When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day. 38 In those days before the flood, the people were enjoying banquets and parties and weddings right up to the time Noah entered his boat. 39 People didn’t realize what was going to happen until the flood came and swept them all away. That is the way it will be when the Son of Man comes. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Noah’s day, the righteous people were left on earth and the unrighteous people were swept away (or raptured.)  According to tradition, the righteous people are raptured.  Maybe we’re in the wrong camp.  The righteous people were left on Mount Ararat.  Ararat means “the curse is reversed.”  37 “When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day. When Jesus returns, he will come to a righteous people who are safe in the ark (a picture of Jesus.)
