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The Greatest Love of All
John 15:13 There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
Mark 7:9-13 Then he said, “You skillfully sidestep God’s law in order to hold on to your own tradition. 10 For instance, Moses gave you this law from God: ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and ‘Anyone who speaks disrespectfully of father or mother must be put to death.’ 11 But you say it is all right for people to say to their parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t help you. For I have vowed to give to God what I would have given to you.’ 12 In this way, you let them disregard their needy parents. 13 And so you cancel the word of God in order to hand down your own tradition. And this is only one example among many others.”
Most of what we understand about God comes from our traditions.  The Via Delarosa – the road leading to Calvary. Via Delarosa means “the Way of Suffering.”  That is where we get our ideas of Passion Week.  Today is Palm Sunday.  The 14 stations of the cross – only 2, maybe 4, are referenced in scripture.  When you go to Israel, you go through all 14 stations. There is something to sell at each station: souvenirs, entrance fees, etc. This week we have Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter.  Jesus was killed on GOOD Friday.  It doesn’t make sense.  He was in the grave 3 days – Friday night to Easter isn’t 3 days. Easter is a druid/celtic pagan celebration.  How did that become Christian?  During the crusades, Christianity was mandated.  People incorporated their pagan beliefs into Christian worship. Today, Easter Sunday is a time for new clothes, fancy hats, changing from black shoes to white shoes, Easter lilies, etc. 
We want to understand resurrection from God’s viewpoint.  At the time of Jesus’ crucifixion, they were under the Roman calendar – which had 8 days – and would have satisfied the 3-day death requirement.  This calendar also would have made the crucifixion fall on the Passover.
The Seven Words of Jesus on the Cross:
Luke 23:33-34 When they came to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals were also crucified—one on his right and one on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice.
Luke 23:39-43 One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!” 40 But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced to die? 41 We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” 43 And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
John 19:26-27 When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he loved, he said to her, “Dear woman, here is your son.” 27 And he said to this disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from then on this disciple took her into his home.
Mark 15:34 34 Then at three o’clock Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”
John 19:28-30 Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill Scripture he said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of sour wine was sitting there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips. 30 When Jesus had tasted it, he said, “It is finished!” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
Luke 23:46 Then Jesus shouted, “Father, I entrust my spirit into your hands!” And with those words he breathed his last.
To this point there were 666 word in this week’s notes.  It is appropriate because 666 refers to humanity – human body, human mind, human spirit – a human, incomplete man.  Christ finishes us and makes us perfect – 777.

Is. 53: Who has believed our message? To whom has the LORD revealed his powerful arm? 2 My servant grew up in the LORD’s presence like a tender green shoot, like a root in dry ground.
There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance, nothing to attract us to him.
3 He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. 4 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! 5 But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. 6 All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid on him the sins of us all. 7 He was oppressed and treated harshly,
yet he never said a word. He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 8 Unjustly condemned, he was led away. No one cared that he died without descendants, that his life was cut short in midstream. But he was struck down for the rebellion of my people. 9 He had done no wrong and had never deceived anyone.
But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich man’s grave. 10 But it was the LORD’s good plan to crush him and cause him grief. Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, he will have many descendants. He will enjoy a long life, and the LORD’s good plan will prosper in his hands. 11 When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, he will be satisfied. And because of his experience, my righteous servant will make it possible for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins. 12 I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier, because he exposed himself to death. He was counted among the rebels. He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels.
Acts 8: 1- A man named Simon had been a sorcerer there for many years, amazing the people of Samaria and claiming to be someone great. 10 Everyone, from the least to the greatest, often spoke of him as “the Great One—the Power of God.” 11 They listened closely to him because for a long time he had astounded them with his magic. 12 But now the people believed Philip’s message of Good News concerning the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. As a result, many men and women were baptized. 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands upon these believers, and they received the Holy Spirit. 26 As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south down the desert road that runs from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under the Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was now returning. Seated in his carriage, he was reading aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 29 The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.” 30 Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking about himself or someone else?” 
Who has believed our report?  It’s not about what you do, it’s what you believe!  What you believe affects your behavior. 
Was the prophet talking about himself or someone else?
Ps. 22 This is what the people of Israel sang as they approached death.  They did not fear death.  They believed their days were appointed by God – nothing could shorten or lengthen them.  This is probably what was on Jesus’ mind as he hung on the cross.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ps. 42 – As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs for you, Lord.  The deep calls to the deep.  The part of me that understands, wants to grab the understanding you have, Lord.  I want to understand why you would do what you did on my behalf.  What is so valuable about me to you?
